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~ Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, ee know, and 
seek in the broad places there of, if ve can find a a an, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 
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NEW MODE FOR OBTAINING 
MONEY. 


The Boston Recorder and Telegraph 
of Dec. 2nd, contains a lengthy essay 
“on the mode of soliciting funds for char- 
itable purposes,’ so called. Among 
other remarks, we observe the follow- 
ing:— 

«“ As experience and observation are 
constantly bringing to view improve- 
ments in every branch of business, 
[getting money under pretence of char- 
itable purposes, is now quite a /ranch 
of business | it would hot be strange, if, 
in the course of practice, important 
alterations in the manner of soliciting 
charitable funds, should be found ex- 
pedient.”” 


The writer next_ proceeds to suggest 
a few thoughts on this subject, and 
gives the outlines of a plan of solicita- 
tion, &c. The following is the plan: 


“1. Let the minister of each parish 
be considered the Agent of charitable 
societies in his own parish. 

“2. Let charitable societies, annual- 
ly, and at an appointed time, address a 
circular to the ministers of the differ- 
ent parishes, setting forth a statement 
of facts in relation to their objects, 
their method of proceeding, and their 
prospects of usefulness; containing, in 
Short, all the information which they 
wish to lay before the public, touch- 
ing the importance or results of their 
particular operations. 

“© 3. Let the minister communicate 
this information to his people, by pub- 
licly reading the circular address; and 
by such explanatory remarks OF) such 
appeals to their feelings, as he may 
think seasonable. 


“4, After the requisite information 
Vo-. VII. l 








is communicated, and the neople are 


thus put in possession of the means 
necessary to form a correct judgment 
in the case, let a subscription paper, 
prepared and forwarded by the society, 
be circulated by some faithful hand se- 
lected by the mingter, so that every 
man, woman, and child, may have an 
opportunity of giving. 

«65. If the minister shall deem it 
expedient to adopt any measure for 
collecting money, in addition to the 
one above mentioned; if he shall think 
proper to lay the matter before his 
church, as a distinct body; or if any 
particular class of persons shall, from 
the impulse of their own feelings, 
choose to form themselves into a so- 
ciety in aid of the general object, it 
will be consistent with the plan. for 
them to do so; and to any extent they 
please, provided they act from their 
own convictions in view of facts. 

[We now come to the main-spring 
in the business of obtaining money. ] 

*¢6. Let the subscription papers be 
returned to the treasurer of the socie- 
ty; and the names of the donors, or the 
sums given in each parish, be published in 
some periodical paper, and in the succeed- 
ing annual circular of the society, as a 


public acknowledgment of their receipt.” 


A long account is then given of the 
advantages which will result from the 


prosecution of such a plan. Among 
those sct furth are the followiug; 


“© 1. This mode of solicitation tends 
to excite and cherish the principle of 
charity in the community. 

“9, The plar ~roposed will afford 
a regular and per...anent source of sup- 
ply. 


‘Parishes and churches are perma 
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nently organized bodies. ‘They may | Corrupt priests have never yet taken 
be always, and at stated periods, ap-|/ the lead in reforming the manners 
proached with statements and infor- practices of a degenerate age. 

mation. They have ordinarily their 
minister and pastor, who is a stated [From the New York Telescope. } 
organ of ommuuication, to whom the | A NOBLE PROPOSITION. 
people are accustomed, and who of all 


others is the most suitable agent among }}..4 held by some of the Rev. D 
» » > a . . - " « 3 5 ® r. 
the people of his charge. | Spring’s* society, similar to fellow ship 


<a Th. . : | ais 

31 7 ae ons ~ afford , Meetings. Finding perhaps no benetit 
a more abundant supply than any! from attending his formal and lifeless 
other, &c. F a 


| 

- pot : , : ; | - 

: +. the proposed plan vay on he | * This ** Dr.” Spring, in a discourse on 
great measure save the expense of spe- | female character, thus recommends dress 
cial agencies ' and fashion: 

- Agents, while labouring to form **] may remark further, that neatness 
societies, must be supported. And and f¢as/e are peculiarly ornamental to the 
their support will constitute a large | female character. In a female, particular. 
per centage of deduction from the |, ly, they well deserve the —" o virtue ; 

, i! for, without them, whatever may be her 
avails of their labour l, excellences, she has none that will be 

“5. The plan proposed has no un- honoured and acknowledged. A woman 
pleasant bearing on the feelings of the |; may be industrious and economical; she 
community. . may possess a well cultivated and richly 

“lhe people receive the informa- | furnished mind; but destitute of neafness 
: . : ee and faste, she depresses rather than ele- 
tion from their minister, whom they | vates the character of her sex, and poi- 
regard as their guide in such matters. | sons, instead of purifving the fountain of 
The proceedings are all their own, and , domestic and public happiness.—Nor docs 
no one is provoked into hostility by { the Gospel proscribe all ornament in the 
the unseasonable urgency of a stranger. || article of clothing. It does, indeed, pro- 


ay a Pea, Saget #. | hibit that profusion of ornament which 
le minister understands the particue | consists in a studied display of personal 


lar circumstances of his people;—he | decorations and costly array. But where 
knows what to say, and where to stop. ‘| does it interdict that decent regard to ex- 
He is also an impartial ayent,”’ &e. ternal appearance which gives respecta- 
If dl , ae a | bility to the female character? A woman 
the priests in ew England were | without respectability is without influ- 
as thoroughly engaged in the business ence; and without influence she is with- 
of bringing people to be honest and | out the power of doing good. And what 
upright, as they are in the business of - Would become of the interests of society, 
aR st anda if vou proscribe all the ornaments and con- 

getting their money, it would be more | - 


1; he ad veniences of dress’? To what untold mul- 
to their credit and to the advantage of | titudes do these give useful employment? 


christianity. Who cannot see, that in And how many s/reams of churity do thes 
all these schemes and stratagems to | fill, which, without them, would be dry’” 
raise money, there is not one particle | Such a discourse in the fashionable city 
of the religion of Jesus Christ?) While of Ncw York, and to a people distinguish- 
such proceedings are carried on, the ed for fondness of dress, must have been 


_ , Toe -as gratifying and pleasing as it was ill- 
religion of the yospel must suffer and) “ ? a te  agll 
b ain timed and unsuitable; and furnishes addi- 


fall into decay: And they will never ' sonal evidence of the little benefit which 
cease to be carried on until the people society or christianity will derive from our 
firmly and unitedly withstand them, | learned and mercenary priests. How much 
and refuse any longer to uphold the | better would it be for mankind, and for 
schemes of those who are seeking for the cause of Christ, if there were no such 
— <p 8 priests; and they would soon cease to of- 
the mammon of this world, wider pre-  feiate if the people were to stop paying 
tence of promoting the work of God. § them.—{ Ed. Reformer. 
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A meeting for some time past has 
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sermons, (though each one must cost!} Is not this, dear reader, a most noble 


about thirty dollars) many of them are 
in the habit of meeting together in pri- 
vate houses and conducting their wor- 


;and glorious proposition; and were it 
‘canied into effect, would not angels 
“tune their harps anew;’’ and how 





ship in the manner laid down in the 
New Testament—that is, without any | 
hireling or privileged person to offi-, 
ciate for them-——without any form of, 


church government, discipline, creed, | 


&c. each person having the privilege |, 


to exercise in any way deemed expe- 
dient. Most of the individuals com- 
posing the meeting are members of the | 
church, and probably adherents in ma-_ 
ny respects to the old order of things; | 
yet their proceedings are very praise- 
worthy, and much to be commended, 
as the independent course they have 
taken is likely to result in much good |! 
if persevered in. These meetings we | 
are informed are much opposed by | 
their pharisaical brethren, but never- 
theless are still continued. 

They are sometimes held during the 
time their priest is delivering his ser- 
mons in the pulpit; which gives an 
adcitional offence. This proves what 
they assert—viz. that they enjoy their 
own meetings best. 

They have learned that they can 
worship better without a priest than 
with one; and of course that they can 
save a vast sum of money. 

This important discovery (tested 
by experience) has reflected a light 
that endangers the profitable trade of 
preaching; for it has drawn forth the 
following proposition from one of the 
Doctor’s own members, viz.—That 
inasmuch as a portion of the church 
have found by happy experience that 
they can dispense with their minister 
and yet make a greater progress in re- 
ligion ; it is proposed forthwith to dis- 
miss him, as useless, alarmingly expen- 
sive, and burdensome ; and also dispose 
of their meeting-house, and all the pro- 
perty connected with it; and appro- 
priate the proceeds, together with his 
salary, (rising of three thousand per 
annum ) for the purpose of purchasing 


a -- 





much more glorious and heavenly 
would it be if all the hireling priests 
of every name and order were thus dis- 
missed, and their meeting-houses turn- 
ed into habitations for the poor, or 
sold and the proceeds bestowed upon 
'them. 

What a prodigious sum of money 
would be raised in this city alone. 
'There are about 70 meeting-houses, 
the building of which, it is computed, 
cost not less than 800,000 dollars. 
'The ground on which they stand 
jsbout 500,000 dollars more. The ex- 
‘pense of hiring persons to read or 
preach in them, with other incidental 
expenses, about 100,000 dollars more; 
making in all the round sum of fourteen 
hundred thousand dollars. The interest 
lof the money produced by the sale of 
the property, would amount to about 
90,000 dollars; if to this sum be add- 
ed the money now paid to ministers 
for preaching, there would be a yearly 
income of 190,000 dollars; and _per- 
haps double that sum. 

This money, which is a thousand 
times worse than thrown away, would 
place the poor above want and distress. 
We then should not see men, women 
and children clothed in rags, wander- 
ing along the docks to pick up a few 
chips to keep themselves and their be- 
loved offspring from freezing, or from 
the inclémency of the weather; we 
should not hear of so many who are 
unable to clothe their children decent- 
ly, or scarce procure the necessaries of 
life. Could this sum be annually ap- 
propriated to such, what a change 
would be effected. How would the 
tears of the widow and the orphan be 
dried up, and their hearts made to 
rejoice. Was this proposition carried 
into execution throughout Europe and 
America, and the enormous sums given 
to objects of charity which now go to 














fuel, clothing, food, &c. for the poor. 


i: build churches, so called, and support 
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a burdensome and anti-christian priest- | the Lord’s day is practised to an ex. 
this world would be compara- || tent altogether unprecedented in that 
May | portion of our country included within 


hood, 
tively converted into a paradise. 
the Lord hasten the time when this 
happy era shall take place. 

Should any object (as all interested 
and priest-ridden persons will) and say 
that society would become more im- | 
moral without meeting-houses or a pri- 
vileged order of people to officiate in 
them—it is answered, that such objec- 
tion is specious and futile; as there is || 
not a passage in scripture to prove the 
propriety of this order of things. In 


the days of the apostles when thou-| 


sands and tens of thousands were con- 
verted, they did not build a single | 
meeting-house or hire a single person | 
to preach for them, but met together 
in private houses as related above; and 
every gifted brother or sister preach- |! 
ed freely without money and without 
price; and this was at the very zenith 
of gospel glory. 
people departed from this simplicity, | 
immorality and infidelity poured mto 
the churen like a flood. No, the fact |) 
is just the reverse—the present state 
of things is a complete barrier to the 
spread of the gospel; and it is so con- 
trary to its spirit and genius, that the 
Lord has, as it were, withdrawn his 


spirit from the land; and until we re-| 


turn back to the first order of the} 
church, and universally obey the com- 
mands of Christ, it is folly to look or 
pray for a reformation. 





[From the New York Tract Magazine. 


CIRCULAR. 


At the annual meeting of the Synod of Al- 
bany, held in the city of Troy, on the 
first week of Oc tober, 
committee was appointed, at the close 
of the 
Religion, who, in pursuance of the ob- 
ject of their appointment, submitted a 
Report on the Sanctification of the Sab- 
bath, which was adopted, and is as fol- 
lows: 


‘The statements which have been 
made on the floor of this house oblige 
us to believe that the profauation of 





But as soon as et! 





A. D. 1825, a! 


free conversation on the state of 





the bounds of this Synod. The evil is 


evidently in a course of rapid increase, 


and has already assumed an aspect of 
the most appaling and portentous char- 
| acter. 

But to suppose that this Synod, and 
the churches under its care, and the 
section of country in which they are 
located, are alone concerned, woul: d, in 
ithe opinion of your committee, be to 
joverlook the mighty magnitude of the 
subject. There is a stream that flows 
with moral pestilence through the 
‘whole extent of the nation. The evil 
is not less alarming in other parts of 
our country than in this. It 1s the 
}common concern of all the churches 
of every name, and of all the states 
from east to west and from north to 
south, in this vast Republic. 

Your committee consider the subject 
35 one of vital importance to all our 
civil and religious institutions—a great 
ecclesiastical ouill national question, the 
influence of which must be deeply felt 
‘in every department of society, aud in 
every section of uur great and growing 
country. 

| With these views of the magnitude 
and importance of the subject before 
them, your committee cannot think 
that any efforts, limited by the boun- 
daries of this Synod or of this State, 
| would be at all commensurate with the 
evils to be removed, and the interests 
to be secured. Nor can they suppose 
that the grand enterprise of effecting 
the needed reformation could be ac- 
complished in the short space of a few 
months. ‘lime must be taken—the 
moral feelings of the nation must be 
awakened—the virtuous wisdom and 
talents of the nation must be enlist- 
ed—the lawless manners of the nation 
must be reformed. 

Overlooking, therefore, all sectarian 
and sectional considerations, the w/f- 
mate means on which your committee 











fix their eyes, and in which alone, un- 
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jer God, they indulge the hope of 
-omplete success, are, 1. faithful dis- 
cipline in all the churches of American 


Israel; and 2. efficient legislation in all | 


the branches of our civil government: 
1r to express these together, there must 
be one great, united, national effort. 


following resolutions: 
1. That a Committee of Correspon- 








nod, your committee would moreover 
recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions; 

1. That it be again, and it is here- 
by, solemnly enjoined on all the Pres- 
byteries, Church Sessions, and Minis- 


ters under our care, to observe the re- 
In order to secure this, your com. 
mittee recommend the adoption of the | 


solutions passed by this body in 1823 
and 4, respecting inquirv and disci- 
_pline—the purport of which was, That 
jour Presbyteries and Church Sessions 


ience be appointed by this body, whose | should exercise discipline over their re- 
duty it shall be to solicit the attention | spective members whenever guilty of 


of other Synods of the Presbyterian 
church, and ecclesiastical bodies of all 
other religious denominations in the 
country, to this subject as speedily as 
practicable—to prepare a memorial on 
the subject, and forward it to the next 
General Assembly of our church—to 
take effectual measures to procure the 
publication and circulation of ‘Tracts 
and Prize Essays, in this and other 
states, on the moral and civil advanta- 
ges of the Sabbath—to write to dis- 
tinguished civilians [/awyers] whose 
seutiments are supposed to be in fa- 
vour of the object, to obtain their co- 
operation—and, in general, to adopt 
such other measures as they may deem 
important for the attainment of the 
object. 

2. That, as soon as the way shall 
be prepared, this Committee of Cor- 
respondence take measures to have re- 
spectful and earnest petitions made to 
all our State Legislatures and to Con- 


| violating the sanctity of the Sabbath— 


that an inquiry should annually be in- 
stituted in the Presbyteries in connex- 
jon with this Synod relative to the 
| sanctification of the Lord’s day, and 
the exercise of discipline for disregard 
‘to this sacred institution—and that 
‘each minister belonging to this Synod 
ishould at the earliest opportunity prac- 
ticable, present this subject in all its 
solemn importance to the Session of 
the Church under his pastoral charge, 
‘and invite the co-operation of its mem- 
bers in all proper and prudent mea- 
sures for the suppression of Sabbath 
breaking. 

2. That every minister in connexion 
with this body, and having a pastoral 
charge, preach on the subject of the 
‘sanctification of the Sabbath, before 
‘the end of November next. 

8. That it be recommended to all 
the churches under our care to observe 








ithe first Friday of December next as a 


GRESS, praying them to adopt such || day of solemn fasting and prayer, with 


measures as their wisdom, virtue and 
patriotism may dictate for securing the 
better sanctification of this holy day.* 


In regard to the ministers and 
churches in connexion with this Sy- 





* The following persons were appoint- 
ed as the Committee of Correspondence: 
Rey. Sam’l. Blatchford, D. D. Rev. David 
Porter, D. D. Rev. John Chester, D. D. 
Rev. N. S. S. Beman, Rev. Elisha Yale, 
Rev. Henry R. Weed, Rev. Sam’I. C. Aikin, 
Rev. Nathaniel S. Prime, Rev. Samuel P. 
Wilhams, J. P. Cushman, Esq. Annanias 
Platt, Esq. Walter King, Esq. Elias Par- 
male, Esq. John Fine, Esq. 


special reference to this subject. 

4, That it be recommended to all 
our ministers and church members, 
when travelling, to give the preference 
to such livery establishments, steam 
boats, canal boats, and other public 
vehicles as do not violate the laws of 
God and of the land in relation to the 
Sabbath. 


From th. Minutes of the Session of Sy- 
nod, Oclober, A. D. 1825. 
JOHN CHESTER, Stated Clerk. 








A correspondent at Albany, who 
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sent us the Magazine containing the 
foregoing ‘ Circular,” writes as fol- 
lows: 

“It will be found that ‘the Clergy 
of New York’ have not been discoura- 
ged by their defeat last year. Under 
pretence of zeal for the Sabbath, they 
are scheming to concentrate their forces 
for their own purposes, and, no doubt, || 
if they could prevail to get the State } 
Legislatures and Congress to go with 
them in the case of Sabbath laws, they 
would strike some other string—then 
a higher, and so on, until they would 
have all to sing to the tune of their 
own glory. 

©] send you the following article 
from the Boston Patriot, entitled, ‘Sun- 
day Police,’ which I desire you will in- 
sert, whatever may be your individual 
sentiments on the subject. It is writ- 
ten with candour and modecration—is 
well calculated to elicit inquiry—and || 
ought to be preserved in your valuable 
work.’’* 

[From the Boston Patriot.) 
** SUNDAY POLICE.” 

A pious man will always be desirous 
of complying with what he believes to 
be the will of God; but if his piety is 
tempered with discretion, he will never 
wish to enforce its observance on others 
by civil penalties. Such compulsion 
constitutes the very essence of perse- 
cution; and whatever disguises it as- 
sumes, under whatever pretext it makes 
its appearance, it is still persecution. 
Moreover, that piety is always to be 
suspected, which busies itself with of- 
ficious zeal about the spiritual con- 
cerns of others. —True piety is retired, 


As such great zeal is now m: anife sted || 
for the enforcement of the Sabbath by 
those ioe give very equivocal evidence 
of their rehgion or regard for true cliris- 
tianitv, we shall comply with the request 
of our ¢ orresponde nt by inserting the ar- 
lc he has sent to us: At the same time 

we Will readily admit inte our columns 
anv re ply fo the sentiments contained in 
if written with moderation, and with a 

ic sire to arrive at a correct understanding 
of the subject, 


| modest and diffident of itself; it is the 
very reverse of the dogmatical, over- 


| bearing and inquisitorial spirit of per- 


secution. 

A pious man is conscious of his own 
fallibility. However strong his per- 
'suasion in the truth of his opinion, he 
‘knows that he may be in an error. All 
‘his feelings will instantly revolt from 
| ‘compelling others to adopt for a rule 
of life, that which they do not believe 
to be a correct rule. 

Though God requires of every man 
obedience to his will, he has given to 
no one authority to enforce such obe- 
'dience on others. This he has reserved 
'to be exercised according to his own 
pleasure. Tor man, then, to assume 
such authority, is an usurpation of the 
prerogative of Gud. 

Religion is a thing exclusively be- 
'tween a man and his Maker; it is a 
| voluntary offering from the heart; and 
from its very nature cannot be a sub- 
ject of civil cognizance. A Mahometan 
may be compelled to go into a Chris- 
tian temple and repeat a Christian form 
of worship; but in this cold and formal 
repetition of words, there is nothing 
that does honour to our religion, or 
'that can be acceptable to God. Soa 
| Protestant, in a Catholic country, may 
compelled to abstain from meat du- 

ring Lent, but such compulsory absti- 
| nence is no act of w orship. 

In the unquestionable truth of these 
maxims we find a very conclusive ob- 
iection to the law of this State, pro- 
hibiting all the citizens from engaging 
in any of the usual occupations of life 
on Sunday. Ifa man does not believe 
that it 1s required of him by the law 
of God to abstain from these employ- 
ments, that are not only innocent, but 
praise-worthy on any other day, he will 
submit with reluctance, and only from 
necessity ; in this forced submission 
there is no religion op his part, nor 
does it in any way conduce to the ad- 
vancement of piety in others. 

What reason can be given, then, for 
using this force, that will uot apply 
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with equal justice in favour of the Ca- 
tholics enforcing on the Protestants an 
abstinence from meat during Lent, and 
in favour of Mahometans compelling 
Christians to worship Mahomet? If 
we have a right to compel men to fol- 
low that mode of worship which we 





TLE REFORMER. q 


——— ee 





fourth commandment, and it is the 





}seventh day and not the first, which 


they are bound to keep. The govern- 
ment of this state, therefore, in setting 
apart the first day of the week to be 
kept as a Jewish Sabbath, has added 


to the Christian law, and imposed a 


i 


deem the true one, the Mahometan and | restraint upon our Christian liberty, 


Catholic, who are firmly persuaded of 
the truth of their sentiments, must 
have the same rights. --This would at} 
once produce a system of universal 
yersecution. Suppose, then, it were 
a fact, that Christ did require of his 
followers to observe Sunday, with a 
strictness approaching to Jewish aus- 
terity, he has certainly not given to 
one part of his followers an authority 


which neither Christ nor his disciples 
warrant. 


Let us now look to the usage 
‘of the first Christians. If Sunday 


| was observed by them as it is now 
‘in this country, we should find it re- 


corded in the early history of the 
churches. No trace of the kind ap- 
pears. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
written by the Lvangelist Luke, the 


to exact from others, who differ from | first day of the week 1s mentioned but 


them in opinion, such an observance. 
But does he in fact require this of any? 
It may, I think, be clearly shown that 
he does not. 

Ist. There is no one precept in the 
New Testament enjoining on us to keep 
a Sabbath. If we are bound to keep 
one, then it is in consequence of the 
Mosaic law. ‘This no one will presume 
to call in question. 

Yad. The language of the fourth 
commaudment is, ** The seventh day is 


lonce, and then not by any particular 


name. Till the reign of Consta:tine, 
the first Christian emperor, about the 


iyear A. D. 300, the practice of Chris- 


tians appears to have been to assemble 
on the first day of the week for the 
purpose of religious worship, in the 


/morning or evening, and sometimes 
| both. 
i they followed their usual occupations, 


During the rest of the day, 


and there is not the least inumation 


‘that Christians were prohibited from 


the Sabbath of the Lord.’”? But Chris- | attending to the common secular busi- 


tians keep the first day, and not the 
seventh No Jew would think that he 
complied with this law, by observing 
the first day of the week, if he labour- 
ed on the seventh.—There is not a 
word in the Mosaic law about substi- 
tutirg any other day for the one ap- 
pointed, nor does it appear that such a 
thing ever occurred to the minds of, 
the Jews. 

3rd. Neither is there a single word, 
nor even au allusion, relating to a sub- 
stitution of the first day for the seventh, 
in the whole New Testament. The 
subject is never mentioned in any of 
the discourses of Christ, nor in any of 
the epistles of his Apostles. 

On the whole then, it is certain, 
that if Christians are bound to keep a 


i ness of life more on that day than any 
other 
be certain, that no such prohibition did 


On the contrary, it appears to 


exist till the pertod mentioned above. 
The power having then become Chris- 
tian, it was made subservient to the 
aggrandizement of the Priesthood. 
There is a work of Justin Martyr, a 
distinguished Christian advocate, who 
wrote about the year 150,which throws 
considerable light on this subject. Jus- 
tin was one of the most distinguished 
Christians of his time—accomplished 
in all the learning of the age—whose 
zeal and sincerity in the cause of his 
faith, were proved by his martyrdom. 
The work to which I allude is a De. 
fence of the Christian Religion, writ. 








Sabbath it is in consequence of the 


ten in the form of a dialogue between 
himself and ‘T'rypho, a Tansed Jew, 
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One of the objections of the Tew is ithe Father, they were to end in Jesus 
that the Christians did not observe the | Christ the Son of God.” 


Sabbath 


He says that “ The Chris- | 


I will add one further extract from 


tians, though they boasted of the truth | Justin—* Do you not see,” he says to 


of their religion, and wished to excel | 
all other people, differed in nothing 
from the Heathen in their manner of 
living, because they neither observed 
the festiv als, nor the Sabbath, nor cir- 


cumce!sion.’ 1 


_Trypho, * that the elements are never 
idle, nor keep a Sabbath? Continue 
as you were created, for tf there was 
no need of circumcision before Abra- 
-ham, nor of the observance of the Sab- 
bath, and festivals, and oblations, be- 


Now what answer would one of our! fore Moses, neither now is there like- 


ministers make to this objection from | 
the mouth of a Jew? I have it to my_ 
hand, in the answer to the 
tion of the Assembly’s shorter cate- 
chism. These divines say, that 

“ From the beginning of the world 
to the resurrection of Christ, God ap-| 
pointed the seventh day of the week to 
be the weekly Sabbath, and the first | 
day of the week ever since, to con-| 
tinue to the end of the world, which! 
is the Christian Sabbath.”’ 

And what authority have they for' 
saying that God has appointed the| 
first day for the Christian Sabbath | 
Not the least. There is not a single | 
precept in the New Testament, not a! 
single word enjoining on us the first 
day nor any other to be kept as a Sab- 
bath. Let us now see what answer 
Justin makes to his Jew. 

«There is,’’ says he, “ another kind 
of circumcision, and you think highly 
of that of the flesh The law will 
have you keep a perpetual Sabbath 5 
and you, when you have spent one day 
in idleness, think you are religious, not. 
knowing why it was commanded.” 

Would Justin have sneered at the| 
one day’s idleness of the Jews, if the | 
Christians had adopted the same usage, 
with only a change from the seventh 
day to the first? But this is not the 
whole of his answer: we will hear him 
farther. 

«« As, therefore, circumcision began 
from Abraham, and Sabbath, and Sa- 
critice, and oblation from Moses, which 
i has been ordained on 
sccount of your nation’s hardness of 
heart, so according to the counsel of; 





shown were 





59th ques- | 





wise after Christ.’’ 
The first remark to be made on these 
extracts from Justin, is, that he admits 


| that the Christians of his time did not 
|| keep a Sabbath. 


And the second is, 
he contends that they are not bound 
to observe it, more than they are the 
rite of circumcision or the Jewish fes- 
tivals and sacrifices. All were abro- 
gated by Christ.* It is impossible 
that the Christians of that age should 
keep a Sabbath, and the most learned 
man in the church be ignorant of the 
fact. Equally impossible is it, that it 


2} the Christians in the age of the Apos- 


tles kept a Sabbath, the practice and 
the memory of it should be so com- 
pletely lost so soon after their deaths, 
particularly as St. John did not die tll 
about the year A. D. 100, only 50 
years before Justin wrote. We may, 
therefore, consider it as certain, that 
till the year 150, no Sabbath was ob- 
served by the Christian church, as a 
“day of idleness,” to use the words 
of Justin, or as a day of abstinence 
from the secular affairs of life. It may 
then be asked, when was the first day 
of the week observed as a Sabbath ? 

* Carvin, the great apostle of the Pres- 
byterians, speaking of the 4th command. 
ment, says: “ The Fathers frequently call 
it a shadowy commandment, because it con- 
tains the external observance of the day, 
which was abolished, with the rest of the 
figures, at the advent of Christ.” And 
again: ‘It was the design of the heaven- 








ly lawgiver under the rest of the sevent| 
day, to give the people of Isract a figure 
of the spiritual rest, by which the faithful 
ought to refrain from their own works, in 
order to leave God to work with them.” 
Vol. Il. page 418 


See Calvin’s Institutes, 
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I answer, in the reign of Constantine, 
A. D. 300. 

His edict is as follows: — 

«“ Let all the judges and town peo- 
ple, and the occupations of all trades, 
rest on the venerable day of the sun, 
(die solis.) But let those that are 
situated in the country, freely and at 
full liberty, attend to the business of 
agriculture, because it often happens 
that no other day is so fit for sowing 
corn and planting vines, lest the criti- 
cal moment being let slip, men should 
loose the commodities granted them 
by the providence of heaven.” 

The great autocrat did not think it 
prudent to extend the prohibition to 
the whole of his subjects at first. The 
business of agriculture was left as be- 
fore; the husbandman laboured on his 
lands on Sunday as any other day. It 
was not till some time later, that the 
Priesthood obtained sufficient power to 
arrest the business of agriculture. 

On the whole, it is very certain that 
it is no part of Christian duty to keep 
a Sabbath—but if any day is to be 
kept, it is the seventh and not the first. 
It is undoubtedly an innocent usage, 
and those who think it their duty to 
do so, ought to continue. But it is 
highly unjust and unchristian, to com- 
pel others to observe a Sabbath which 
is no where enjoimed in the New Tes- 
tament, which was not observed by the 


tional Costume,’ &c. In addition to 
what is there advanced, we find the 
following in the “* Evangelical Witness’ 
of last month; published under the 
patronage of the American Evangelical 
Tract Society. 


** Since loose communion is contrary to 
the use of Creeds and Confessions, and 
has no tendency to harmonize or unite 
the different denominations into one body, 
but the reverse, what shall be done in or- 
der to effect so great and salutary an ob- 
ject’? Keeping in view the utility and 
necessity of Creeds, there is manifestly 
but one course to be pursued: Let the 
several denominations, or rather the or- 
thodox among them, form or select for 
the whole ONE Cowyression or Farts, 
leaving out no past attainments; in the 


which, let att unite. The discussion to 
which such a measure would lead, must 
awaken a love of truth, diffuse intelli- 
gence, favor the cause of sound doctrine, 
and tend to results, highly beneficial to 
the interests of the Church. We think 


Creeds and Confessions, must see that 
every other scheme of union is worse than 
nugatory.”” 

The above proposition has beer 
made by a preacher of the Reformed 
Presbyterians; and should it be carried 
inte effect, and all who are denomima- 
ted orthodox unite in one body, they 
‘would be able, by means of “ numeri- 
‘cal foree,’’ to carry all before them, 
‘and bear down any heretical opponents 
that might rise up against them. How 








Apostles and first followers of Christ, 
and which was not introduced into 
Christianity until it became a State 
Religion. It sprung from an unnatural 


union of the Church and State,—its | 


origin is from the same source with all 
the other Papal corruptions of Chris- 
tianity, which have overwhelmed and 
buried the simplicity of our religion 
under a flood of idolatrous ceremonies. 
A GENERAL CONFESSION OF 
FAITIi PROPOSED! 

Some months since, we inserted a 
“Circular,”’ setting forth the propriety 
and advantage of having a * National 
Religion,” “ National Creed,” a “ Na- 


| many among the different sects in this 
country would send in their adhesion 
| to the mew Conression oF Fairu, 


when the projectors of it should * se. 


cure from Congress an appropriation of a 
! portion of the public lands to the Clergy,’’* 
} it is dificult to say. Interest, among 
| the clerg@, has ever had a powerful in- 
ifiuence im determining their faith, and 
|bringing them to acquiesce in matters 
| . . . . 

and things not in accordance with their 
former views. Where profit and ad- 
vantage are presented as a lure to in- 











* See the Reformer, vol. 6, page 151, 
i for the above expression in the CVrevlur. 





adoption, maintenance and application of 


every sensible man, who approves of 


|in order to share the loaves and fishes, 
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duce some little change of faith, it is||sons and considerations presented by 


not difficult for many of the clergy, as ! 


well as others, to see doctrines in a new 
point of light. As the Saviour said— 
«¢ Wheresoever the carcass is, there will 
the eagles be gathered together;”’ so 
where there are the best livings, and 
the most money is to be obtained, 
there will the great body of the clergy 
be found. 





“NATIONAL DOMESTIC MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY.” 

A writer in the Boston Recorder of 
Dec. 16, proposes the formation of a 
*‘ National Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety,’’ or to embody the various do 
mestic missionary operations into a Na- 
TIONAL Society. Says he, 

‘«* The present plan of operation does 
not, and cannot, furnish any thing like 
an adequate supply for our destitute 
country. 

** More could be accomplished by a 
National Society with the same amount 
of funds and number of men. 





“Such a Society could command 
more funds and labourers than the So- 
cteties which we now have. 

«© It would tend to unite in one com- 


i 
j 


mon bond the different denominations | 


which are engaged in the work, and to 
promote harmony among them. 

“The business of evangelizing our 
western country, and supporting the 
gospel in our destitute congregations, 
is as strictly a national work, as supply-' 
ing them with Bibles and tracts; vast-| 
ly more so than colonizing the blacks 
from our southern States.* 

«“ The spirit of our churches de-! 
mands such a Society.”’ 


These, among others, are the rea-| 
—--—-----— ~— me 
* It is supposed the general govern-' 
ment is about to aid in the ‘* business” of 
«olonizing the blacks: and it is no doubt; 
‘xpected by some, that the government; 
can be brought, in time, to assist in the; 
‘national work’ (as the writer calls it) | 
of *“*evangelizing our western country,” | 
and **supporting the gospel,” by grant- 
ing donations to employ missionaries and 


. ‘ 
rial ‘ » 


! sist the Lord. 


quisition a little unreasonable. 


the writer, for another “ National So- 


| ciety;”? and he winds up by observing, 


“it appears to me extremely desirable 
that we should have a * National Do- 
mestic Missionary Society.” 

(From the Albany Microscope. } 
RELIGIOUS ELECTIONEERRING, 
AND SAINTLY SWINDLING. 

A case of, we were going to say, no 
ordinary nature, but we are inclined to 
believe the case is of but too frequent 
occurrence, has lately transpired here, 
which deserves the particular attention 
of the thinking part of community, 
and is characteristic of that bigoted 
and infuriated class of zealots who 
prowl in our vicinity, and with the ra- 
pacity of tigers, pounce upon the money 
of their weak-minded, deluded victims, 
at every opportunity. 

A man in one of the calvinistic con- 
gregations in this city, who (we give 
hiia due credit for a little sincerity ) 
doubtless considers himself a christian 
/in practice as well as in name, had 
| fastened his eye upon a piously-given 
| damsel, whom he supposed to be pos- 
sessed of a comfortable share of this 
'world’s goods, as a proper victim to 
ithe “great cause,’ as they cantingly 








jcall it; and he accordingly beset her, 


with the most ardent solicitations, to 
‘subscribe 100 dollars, to increase the 
holy missionary, tract, and poor and 
pious young men’s fund—or, as he 
blasphemously denominated it, * to as- 
’> ‘The woman, it seems, 
|'was greatly averse to this manner of 
| securing her salvation, and at first had 
‘the hardihood to think the holy re- 
In the 
first place, she knew her own circum- 
stances rather better than the pious 
man of God did; and, secondly, she 
had not yet run mad with the enthu- 
siastic mania, with which the Jesuits 
distract and destroy their victims. He, 
however, stuck to his text, and after 
persisting in his demand for a long 
time, the yielding woman came to and 
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surrendered the point. She subscribed 
the 100 dollars! 


The reader will probably suppose 
that here is an end of the story; but, 
if so, he is a little too fast. He should 
remember the sage poetical maxim of 
one Co/man—that 

‘‘ Swearing to do a thing, while bile’s 
afloat, 
Is easier, far, than afterwards essay- 
ing it; 
Just as to sign a promissory note 
Is not so difficult as paying it:” 


propriety, vary a certain text, and ex- 
claim,—“A certain woman fell among 
thieves.’”’ 

If it is possible to be calm on such 
a subject as this, let us calmly inquire, 
what sort of religious principles can 
prompt men to such acts as the one 
'which we have detailed? And yet 
this is only one instance out of perhaps 
many thousands! Such transactions 
are as seldom as possible suffered to 
come to light, but there is every rea- 
son to believe that they are lamentably 











and that the remark is just as applica- 


| frequent: and thus we see the pamper- 


ble to religious, or fanatical zeal, and ed priests and long-faced hypocrites 
every other kind of enthusiasm, as to are wallowing in luxury, while the 
the operations of the “bile,’”’ is a tru- credulous, unsuspecting, and misguided 
ism which we trust few will deny. So; victims of their policy are either la- 
it turned out with our heroine. In the menting over the ruin in which they 
ecstacy of her pious excitement, raised have been involved, pining in want, or 
to its acme by the warm importunities | straining their weary limbs to acquire 


of her pressing suitor, she had “ sign- || the means of repeating their folly. 


ed the bond,”’ without considering the 
means of cancelling it. After the fer- 
vour of her holy rapture had a little 
subsided, however, and the perform- 


ance of her pious coutract was de-, 


manded in the immediate production 


of the shiners, she began to reflect a! 


little more soberly on the predicament 


into which her sanctified adviser had | 


brought her. She found it impossible 
to raise the cash without enormous and 
grievous sacrifices. But there was no 
remedy. ‘The Jew insisted on “the 
bond;’’ and there is more mercy in the 
famished wolf, or the raging elements, 
than in the avaricious grasp of the 
speculating, sanctimonious devotee of 
calvinistic cupidity. 

The poor, miscuided, half distract- 
ed woman, supposing herself in duty 


bound to comply with the terms she | 


had subscribed to, was absolutely com- 
pelled to dispose of a portion of her 
nost valuable and necessary articles 
of household Jurniiure, to satisfy the ra- 
pacious vultures into whose hands she 
had fallen. She found, to her sorrow, 
that the to// which her christian grinder 
exacted, amounted to more than the 
grist. Verily, she may now, with much 


| For the Reformer. 


| Mr. Editor,—In the Reformer for 
' December, you gave an extract from 
the * Rev.”? Isaac V. Brown’s funeral 
discourse, in which we find the follow- 
| ing passage:—* On what principle of 
reason or common sense is it, that any 
should be willing to commit the inter- 
ests of their souls, and the welfare of 
the great earthly community of God, 
to instruments untaught and incom- 
petent.”” On which I beg leave to 
remark, 
| 1. The interests of the soul involves 
considerations of the highest impor- 
tance; for what should a man be pro- 
| fited if he should gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul? Nothing can 
be equally interesting to man as the 
salvation of his soul, or a preparation 
| for eternity. And let it be remember- 
,ed, that pure and undefiled religion is 
an inward work of the Divine Spirit 
in the inmost soul of man—saving him 
from self-love and the love of the 
world, with all their concomitant evils: 
which cannot be effected till man sub- 
mits himself to the divine teachings 
L ahd the saving influences of the spirit 
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Jesus will take his residence in him, 
the hope of glory. This also is the 
kingdom of God wituin, redeeming 
man from his inward defilements, and 
imparting those energies from whence 
will arise such inward and outward 
virtues as shall bless and adorn the'| 
christian in the sight of men, and in 
the presence of God. If I understand 


— see eee —™” 


of God, by which means the Lord! 





the gospel of Jesus Christ, this is the} 
religion which the sacred scriptures | 
recommend to the human family. 

2. Surely no one will be so unwise 
as to commit these important sasavesty| 
to any man, whether learned or un 
learned, so long as we read, * Thus} 
saith the Lord, cursed be the man that. 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his! 
arm.”’ Jer. xvi. 5. And “commit thy 
way unto the Lord, trust also in him, 
and he shall bring it to pass.’’ Psalms, 
xxxvi. 5. The college taught preach- 
er may be furnished with every qualifi- 
cation this world can afford; he may 
be able to compose his sermons accord- 
ing to the best models of composition, 
and deliver himselr with all the charms 
of the rhetorician; and still be igno- 
rant of the wisdom that is from above, 
which is first pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle, and easy tobe intreated; full of mer- 
cy and good fruits. If any should lack 
these qualities, let them ask of God, 
(not of learned men) who giveth to all; 
men liberally; and such as do possess | 
them will show out of a good conver- 
sation their works with meekness and 
wisdom. 

3. I am not disposed to speak against 
human learning—it has its important 
uses—though Jesus Christ in his choice 
of persons for the apostleship passed 
by colleges and college men, the world- 
ly qwise aud prudent, and called fisher- 
men, tent-makers, &c. St. Paul, the 
only Literary character among the apos- 
tles, assures us that “*God chose the 
foolish things of the world, [illiterate 
menu] to confound the wise’’—the lite- 
rary or philosophical characters. Many | 
of the primitive fathers and bishops of 


| 

















—_——- — 


i 


the christian church were illiterate, la- 
borious men; and be it known that 
among the moderns the best of chris- 
tians and the most useful ministers 
have been and still are illiterate men, 
but through mercy are made wise un- 
to salvation. From long observation | 
am satistied that something superior to 
college education is necessary, in order 
to qualify a man for the gospel minis- 
try. Theological studies, with the other 
exercises of a college, may give infor- 
mation to the understanding, and ena- 
ble a young man to acquire a scientific 
knowledge of humanly constructed doc- 
trines, and thereby become a learned, 
active, and persevering patron to some 
branch or section of christian profes- 
sors. Besides being an accomplished 
scholar, he may be a good speaker, 
well read in the doctrines of his party, 
and his understanding stored with the 
generally received principles of exposi- 
tion. In addition to these, his conduct 
may be generally regular and moval, 
and, notwithstanding, he may be a slave 
to self-love and the love of the world; 
though this may only be manifest to 
the eyes of men by a continual thirs: 
after high salaries, and such other 
means as will favour his pecuniary ex- 
pectations. Then, Mr. Editor, ‘on 
what principle of reason or common 
sense is it, that any should be willing 
to commit the interests of their souls’’ 
to such “ men-taught”’ and ‘¢ self-com- 
petent”’ scribes? There never can be 
spiritual prosperity where they labour, 
neither at home nor abroad. There 
may occasionally be an increase of fa- 
shionable professors, which will be con- 
sidered and published to the world as 
indicative of a revival, though unac- 
companied with any of the real proofs 
of a revival of inward spiritual religion, 
and of its saving influences on the life 
and conversation. 

An IvuireraTe PREACHER. 





[From the Religious Inquirer.] 
MR. DUNCAN. 
This gentleman, who has distin- 
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guished himself by preaching and wri- 
ting a book against creeds and confes- 
sions, was lately arraigned before the 
Presbyterian Synod of Baltimore for 
this high misdemeanor. We learn by 
the Christian Inquirer, that a member 


of the Presbyterian church, who was|| 


present, says “ priestcraft completely 
tyrannised over the Bible,’’ and that 
he never witnessed more disengenuous- 
ness, management and intrigue on any 
occasion. Dr. Green, it seems, has 
distinguished himself as the particular 
opponent of Mr. Duncan, and yet the 
Synod were so impartial that they 
chose him moderator, and he was so 
modest and decent as to accept the ap- 


not roused, is waiting in awful suspense 
for what fo-morrow may bring forth. The 
human mind is in search of something 
which it has not yet learned to define:— 
Ir 1S THE SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL OF 
Cunist.” Again: ‘* That a change, and 
a very great change too, is coming, every 
christian believes who has read his Bible. 
God forbid that we should be disappoint- 
ed; for, really, ecclesiastical matters are, 
at present, most terribly distracted.” 


It may indeed be said that the world 
is now looking and waiting for a change 
in regard to matters of religion. Every 
religious denomination has corrupted its 
way before God, and is only wandering 
continually farther from righteousness 
and integrity of principle; while priests 
and. their minions are seeking after 








pointment, that he might enjoy the 


opportunity of sitting Im judgment on ' terest and advantage. 


| fore a change will really take place, 


his brother. The committee, author- 
ized to mmquire into Mr. D’s faith, re- 
ported that he was “ sound in the faith 
and had not deviated from the confes- 
sion of tne church,’’ and therefore 
ought to be received into regular 
standing. Mr. M’Calla, a gentleman 
of much notoriety, replied with great 
zeal, that Mr. Duncan had departed 
from the order of the church in de- 
nouncing creeds, and therefore should 
be forthwith rejected. The Presby- 
terian who gives this information, 
thinks Mr. Duncan will be rejected 
by the Synod, and that the bitterness 
of the clergy against him will be satis- 
fed with nothing but his excommunica- 
tion. Thus a conscientious and able 
preacher of the gospel is to be con- 
demned by his fellow disciples because 
he cannot discover the utility of creeds 
and confessions, though they acknow- 
ledge he is “sound in the faith and 
has not deviated from the confession 
of the church.’”? This is a lamentable 
state of things, for here is Protestant 
infallibility in all ics bold and disgust- 
ing features. 


EXPECTATION OF THE CHURCH. 


Mr. Duncan, in his remarks on creeds 
and confessions of faith, observes: 


** All the wog!d is in commotion, or, if 


‘power, and regard only their own in- 
How long be- 
ll events only can determine. One thing 
‘is certain, until there be an entire revo- 
lution in regard to the things of reli- 
'gion, and matters are placed on quite 
ja different footing, so that all who 
|| name the name of Christ shall depart 
from all inquity and live in strict con- 
‘formity with the principles of the gos- 
‘pel, mankind will only continue to get 
worse and worse. 








RELIGION THAT IS VAIN. 


| Mr. Reeve, Missionary to India, 
)states:— 

“The time the Hindoos devote to 
‘the adoration of their idols ought to 
|make Christians blush for themselves. 
‘Some of their processions hold from 
five o’clock in the afternoon until three 
o’clock the next morning, and there 
are frequently 20,000 persons in those 
‘processions, carrying their idols, with 
dancing and songs, from street to street. 
They also go to considerable expense, 
and a Hindoo temple frequently re- 
ceives offerings which amount in value 
to the sum of 20,000/. yearly.” 


The above extract furnishes another 
striking evidence that devoting a great 
deal of time to religion, and making a 
‘multitude of offerings, are no proof that 
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the persons who do these things have 
any true religion. The Pharisees were 
as abundant in their prayers, offerings, 
and religious services, as perhaps any 
people that ever had an existence; and 
yet no people were ever more entirely 
destitute of every particle of pure and 
genuine religion. At this very period, 
persons who are always running to re- 


ligious meetings, attending missionary, | 


tract, and ether associations, and give 
abundantly to these institutions, and to 
their priests, as well as to make more 
priests, are any thing else but true 
christians and humble followers of Je- 
sus Christ. There is more of pride, 
seeking for worldly honor, pharisaism, |) 
and vain-glory, in these works and per- 
formances than there is of the religion |; 
of Jesus Christ. 
[Fon the Christian Alnanae for 1826.) 
THE SAPBATH BREAKERS. 

A few vears since, a gentleman residing |! 

in Philade Iphia, established a Sabbath || 


School in the suburbs of the citv, which |) 


he regularly met every Sabbath morning. 
As he walked out, he noticed that he 
passed a house where he uniformly found 
a part of the family at work in the garden, | 
raising verctables for the market. In one 
of lus walks past the garden, he threw a 
Tract over the tence, on the sinfulness of | 
violating the holy Sabbath. No one hap- || 
pened ta he mn the garden at the time, 
and the Tract lay unperceived tor some 
fours. But in the course of the day, a 


how a religious book could come there. 
On reading its title, and seemg the sub- 
ie ctonw hich it treated, 
ly supposed it must have been sent there 
mir: culously, to convict the family of the 
awful guilt of breaking the Sabbath.— 
What with the convictions of a conscience 
awakened on reading the “Tract, and what 
with more of superstition, the woman was 
thrown into an agony, nest into convul- 
sions; and that might, about 12 o'clock 
in the most awful agony and forebodings 
of misery fora wicked life, she was stretch- 
ed out a corpse! 

Ilere, said the Rey. Dr. Minor, of New 
York, as he related this account at the 
mecting of the Tract Society in Boston, 
here | must not stop; for I should not 
d to have related the circum. 


she superstitious- 


ha ‘ dar 
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stance, but for what follows. he woman 
was buried, but the Tract was left be. 
hind. It was read by the family; and the 
censequence was, that by the means of 
her death, and the little Tract, five indi- 
viduals, out of the seven who composed 
the family, were awakened, and eventual- 
ly, were hopefully conv erted unto Christ. 
They have since brought forth fruits meet 
for repentance, and these five persons 
look upon that Tract as the instrument, 
in the hands of God, of their conversion. 
The above article is inserted, in or- 
der to give the friends of Mr. Milnor 
an opportunity to come forward and 
substantiate the statements contained 
in it. The truth of the statements 
have been called in question by a num. 
ber of influential persons in the State 
‘of New York, who are determined to 
| have the matter tested to its foundation. 
A letter (to be followed by others) 
has been addressed to the narrator 
through the medium of a public paper, 
and the Editor of the Reformer has 
‘been called on to aid in the investiga- 
‘eon. If any such circumstances, there- 
fore, are known to have taken place in 
\the suburbs of this city, those acquaint- 

















‘ed with them are respectfully request- 


‘ed to come forward in their confirma- 
tion, that no suspicions of falsehood 


may rest on Mr. Milnor, should he not 
‘be guilty. "This will only be doing an 


act of justice to the individual concern- 
_ed—for we learn that the matter will 
“iy _*! not be permitted to rest until the truth 
female of the family, walking through the |) ¢ leckond of ti lati is fully as 
garden, picked up the Tract, wondering ee ne Season's - Saac 
| certai_ ed. 


The fabulous story pub lished by the 
| Tract Society in this city some years 
since, entitled, © Another voice from the 
| Grave,’ > with several other detected 
‘pious frauds,’? has induced the per- 


;Sons engayed in the investigation of the 
; ‘ eos 
‘subject now under consideration, to be- 


‘lieve that the whole statement is desti- 
‘tute of any foundation in truth. [f it 
ican be shown to be otherwise, it is 
very proper that it should be attempt- 
ied without delay, as the doctrine of 
‘pious frauds’? is not admissible in 
this country, whatever sanction may 
‘be given to it by great names. 
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PREMIUM AWARDED. 

Some time since, a premium of 50 dol- 
lars was offered by a correspondent of the 
New York Observer, for the best essay on 
‘‘the Sabbath, regarded merely as a civil 
institution.” The committee appointed to 
examine the essays and to award the pre-| 
mium, have decided in favour of that 
written by William Jay, Esq. of Bedford, 
Westchester county, New York. 

(Columbian Star. 


RELIGION IN FRANCE. 
[Copied from late papers.) 

The following statement shows the num- 
ber of the French clergy, on the Ist Jan-| 
uary, 1825—Archbishops and Bishops, 75; | 
Vicars-general, 287; Titular Canons, 725; | 
Honorary Canons, 1255; Rectors, 2828; | 
Curates, 22,225; Vicars, 5596; Priests od 
parishes, authorised to preach and receive | 
confessions, 1850; Priests employed as| 
governors or professors in seminaries, 876, | 
The number of ecclesiastical pupils m the | 
seminaries amounts to 4044; and the nuns | 
to 19,271. Total, 58,832. The candidates 
for the priesthood, if this number be ta- 
ken as an average, being sufficient, ac- 
cording to the ordinary duration of human 
life, to maintain a complement of more 
than 150,000 priests. 





Four persons were lately brought be- 
fore the Mavor of Ceret, in France, for 
eating mutton on a Saturday! The public 
prosecutor demanded that they should 
each be fined 300 franes and imprisoned 
tor one year! ‘The court did not impose 
the penalty, but directed that the crimi- 
nals should pay the cost of the prosecu- 
tion! Both parties appealed, and the re- 
sult was, that the mutton eaters on a Sa- 
turday were relieved of the costs. 


A farce, that has some merit, because it | 
is only performed once in seven vears, 
was plaved off at Aix-la-Chapelle, in Au- 
gust last, in the presence of twenty or 
thirty thousand people, strangers, pil- 
grims, &c. amidst the ringing of bells. It | 
Was an exhibition of the Virgin’s robe, the | 
swaddling clothes in which the Son of'| 
God was wrapped at the moment of his 
birth; the cloth which covered a part of 
Jesus Chirist’s body, when he was nailed 
to the cross; and lastly, the linen in which 
the body of St. John was enveloped after 
his decapitation! 

These genuine articles are kept in a 
chest enriched with jewelry, which is not 
moved without great pomp and ceremony. | 

(Such is the ignorance, credulity and 








SS 





On Sunday, the 12th of June, 1825, 
M. B., Curate of the Commune of Blois, 
Department of Loir-et-Cher, after having 
merely read the pastoral letter of the Bish- 
op, which prescribed prayers of thanks- 
giving on account of the coronation of his 
majesty Charles X., addressed his parish- 
ioners as follows: 

“ My very dear brethren, as Charles the 
10th is not a Christian,—as he wishes to 
support the Charter, [granting toleration 
to the Protestants} which is a law contrary 
to religion, we ought not to pray for him 
any more than Louis 18th, who was the 
author of this Charter. They are both 
damned. Let those who are of my opinion 
rise.” 

Immediately two-thirds of the congre- 
gation, amounting to two or three hun- 
dred, rose to signify their approbation. 

The Curate will be called to account 
by his superiors, 





French Clergy in the ivth century—The 
historian, Boisard, who wrote in the 17th 
century, states, in describing the revenues 
of the French clergy in his time, that they 


| possessed 3000 lordships, in which they 


had the chief power in exercising politi- 
cal justice, that they had also 240,000 
country villages; 7UV0U acres of vineyards, 
besides the tithes they received from other 
vineyards, 125,000 fish ponds, and 90,000 
acres of meadow ground. ‘The same au- 
thor writes, that the ecclesiastical men of 
France, in his time, did annually consume 
4,500,000 measures of pure wheat, (each 
measure containing 600 Ibs.) 909,000 mea- 


sures of oats, 800,000 of barley, 860,000 


of pease, 180,900 fat capons, 560,000 hens, 
600, 0V0 partridges, 12,500 fat oxen, 12,000 
fat wethers, and 7,000,000 eggs. 

[Globe & Emerald. 


State of morals in South America. 


The Bogota Consli/utionel, in speaking 
of the morals of the people in that section 
of South America, says: 

“To heighten the misfortune, those 
ithe priests} who have an immediate and 
powerful influence over the people, are 
content to exact their adherence to the 
external forms of religious worship, and 
little exert themselves to inculcate the 
doctrines of morality and probity, without 
the practice of which, religion is but an 
empty show. The poor workman, who 
to gain the necessary maintenance for his 
family, works on a fast day, is threatened 
with eternai punishment, while nothing is 
said to him who passes all the week in 








superstition in France at the present day.] 


idleness, gaming and drunkenness; to him 










































re a ie 


—- a ae 
— = © 
eer Se oy +e ty 


bee os 
ht OS ll 
¥ 


libel, Ogee 


I A eR mae 


een arte, Fe" 


7 
= 


ae Peon 


Ve, ee 


ah S} TPA. Sp he . 
ie eee Le Lge Se een 


SF 
" 








RE F OR MER. 








lh q I] L 

who cheats those who hire him of 

bour: to him who hves on il-earned Cains, 
2 « 

Oh sWwindhnge and rowucer\ , 


_ --— 


Weeadth oft he Church of Lng land. 


It is stated in a late paper, that the fee 
ic established Church of Eng- 
200,000,0002. or 
allowing 16 
801 | 
of sich 
the church is powertul 


of tl 
land, is in value equal to 
$88,888,888 dollars; which, 
’ dollars to a pound, would make 
With the income 
i tund no wonder 


simple 


tons in silver. 





and has its votari« 35 and can keep ip its 
eXistence without possessing any true re- 
J On 

Presbyterians, who are zealous advo- 
cates for Bible, Missionarv, Tract, and 
other like societies, are crying out wnion, 

won! Rut are thes sincere’ Yea verily, 
they truly are so, and would rejoice for 
every other society to be orthodox Pres- 
Vterimns;: but to 88 Ader one jot” from 
thi own faith, is not the wafon or rther- 
they rae —No, no, they with lamb- 
bke innocence cry out wnfon and tiberali- 


{y. for t! of extending 


t. rman 


© Purpose 


is mournful to witness their success. 


re aly j pre rect 
|? bite ims to pre side 


Socrety S: 


at the 
shits 


o strong as to bring cle 


magogues Ove 


24, 


his ia. 


Presby- 
rovernment in this country, and it 


Al- 


ive them courting prominent 
meetings of 
and let them but once 


be 


TT to 
} }y- 
rabeed thre im ourpaate dl ( Horts be Oniy once 





accused were 





et 
ee 


he wdebeetn Then wouk I men do as the 
would have others do to them 

“The world sufi 
bleeding, at this very 


is rine eo 
ill Ss froan! it, 


moment, for want 


of more integrity among mankind: nor, 
until its moral renovation, can it be ex. 
| pected that the state of things will be 


changed. 
to which w< 
ter things: \ 


There - 1S, how ever, one pla 
‘ have a right to look for ia 
‘ec have a mght to demand th, 





traits of Shabiion at the hands of Chri 
tians; nor will anv plea of mperfectio: 


screen the professor, barren of the 
trom the censure which the lack thereos 
Talk of infirmities and failings 
}as much as you please; these form no ex 
|cuse for a destitution of integrity of heart 
A person may have a sound heart, and y, 
have many weaknesses; but a rotten h 
ed hypocrite no one can endure.”’ 


Sa T) . 
mesill 


| 
{ 
i 


icleserves. 


Carbonari—The Italian papers ment 
that the trials of the Carbonari, in the pro 
vince of Ravenna, were concluded. Thy 
four hundred in number, 


and some were condemned to death, some 


| to the galleys for life, and the rest to im- 
| prisonment. 
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thom, 
le essfal, ston farewell to all religious |} 
vod’ caval Libs — ( drimlrian lnquerer 
NEW METHODISTS 
Aone hor ot WMethodists in NEW York, 
ecomilt dissatished with the manage- 
went of them pricsts and bishops, retused 
mn TSLO, to submit to their unequal and 
eorous discipline, and ranized them- | 
elves into a ** Methodist Soci tv,” leav- |} 
out the word °* E.piscopal.” Since 
that time, they have progressed wonder- 
fiidivy amet Can me ilk the Rochester and 


New Vork Contercnees, boast ot having 
— TR, /}, igs *, ; 
VOrty Ppresacuicls.— ‘ dO MEY fx ti 
he 4 PR. leer OUS M. ‘A 
INTEGRELTY OF TEAC 
Destut aot (.od-like mrinciple, 
yuan makes poor progress throu ho lite. 
fhe community devoid is un de- 
, bole cond ( It Is for the want ot it 
hat society is cncumbe red with so many 
; rards W hich it is tound hecessar to set 
pon its members, in the form ot bonds 
‘ ° . . 
i and the like. Did this principle pervade | 
he mass of men, written obligations, locks, 
. rifts. ; ‘eves thing of 1 he ure would ! 
bd 
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} 
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The remonstrances which have been 
addressed to the Editor of this publica. 
tion, against discontinuing the work at 
the expiration of the present Vvear, shall 
not be disregarded. it has all along been 
his intention that the work should | 


an cXistence for many years, in the hands 


of some one, and be directed against 
pri steraft) and pricsth des! gns—and if 


found 
not 
ditor 
the 
The 


learning 


no one, everv way capable, can be 
take the helm, it 
al hetedion cd while the present ¢ 
mains alive, and the re 
detiy Its C2 
satisfaction 
Bi ie 


who will shall be 
I'e- 
wi 
Ldi- 
from 


elpts oft 
well bare 
tor te 


VPs Hise. 


at in} 


| many lien s, that the work has bcen use- 
ful: and that it may contnuc to be so 
whue undel his Manarecithe At, he desir . 
in humble confidenee to look unto Lhim 
who knows all things, and who is able to 
influence and direct him aright. 

aie | ‘ 

We hope all those who are in arreara 
os for )» ist vears, will settle up their ac- . 
counts*with as Ittle delay as possible , as 
we shall be unable to fulfil our own con- 


tracts without punctuality on their part. 








The Reformer is printed on the first - of euch 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 
| Proprictor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 
lied from the commen of the work 
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